
“A Message from Bethlehem” 
Luke 2:1-20 

Sunday, December 13, 2020 
 
Introduction: Would you open your Bible please to Luke chapter 2 and see a 
message from Bethlehem about the birth of Jesus.    
 
• It is an old message—over 2,000 years old. 

 
• But as fresh and timely today as it was 2,000 plus years ago.    

 

Text: Luke 2:1-20 
 
Question: What is the message from Bethlehem? 
 
Answer: God uses ordinary people in ordinary places in ordinary circumstances 
to do extra ordinary things. This was true when Jesus was born and is equally 
true today. 
 

1. God uses ordinary people.  
 
• The Christmas story began 700 plus years before Bethlehem.  

 
• Over 700 years before the birth of Christ, the prophet Micah foretold that the 

Messiah would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).  
 

• The prophet Micah was an ordinary man. Not much is known about Micah.  
 

• Mary and Joseph were ordinary people. Joseph was a carpenter, not a priest 
or the son of a priest. 

 

• Mary was a teenage girl. 
 

• The shepherds in the Christmas story were ordinary people. Shepherds were 
the poor of the earth, but God used them.  



 

Illustration: Billy Graham was an ordinary man. He was raised on a dairy farm in 
North Carolina and God used him to preach the gospel to people around the 
world. R.T Kendall is an ordinary man. He was born in Ashland, Kentucky and has 
likewise preached the gospel around the world. 
 
Application: The devil would have us believe that we are just ordinary people and 
cannot do much in God’s work. The truth is most of us are “ordinary people.” But 
God uses ordinary people. Why? So, God gets the glory (1 Cor. 1:26-29). 
 
T.S. God uses ordinary people, but He also uses ordinary places. 
 

2. God uses ordinary places. 
 
• Bethlehem was an ordinary place.  

 
• The population was about 1,400 people when Jesus was born. 

 
• The population today is about 25,000. 

 

• You would think the Messiah would have been born in Jerusalem or in Rome 
not little Bethlehem.  

 

Illustration: I think of our church. We are in an ordinary place, but how God is 
using this ordinary place. Last week 20 people made decisions for Christ. During 
the Pandemic over 100 people have stood at invitation time. Two weeks ago, our 
church sent extra checks for $98,000 to help ministries and we support monthly. 
Our radio ministry is touching lives every week.  
 
Application: The devil would have us believe that we live in an ordinary place and 
cannot do much in God’s work.  
 
T.S. God uses ordinary people and ordinary places, but He also uses ordinary 
circumstances. 

 



3. God uses ordinary circumstances. 
 
• To register and pay taxes was an ordinary circumstance. 

 
• Caesar Augustus needing a population count for taxation purposes was an 

ordinary circumstance. 
 

• As Joseph was from Bethlehem, his going to Bethlehem to register for tax 
purposes was an ordinary circumstance.  

 

• But something much bigger was happening. God was getting Joseph and 
Mary to Bethlehem as He had planned, and the prophet Micah had foretold. 

 

• In this ordinary circumstance, God did an extra ordinary thing. The Savior of 
the world was born! 

 

Application: Most of us live in ordinary circumstances day after day. The devil 
would have us believe that in our circumstances we cannot do much in God’s 
work. But it is in our ordinary circumstances we can do much work for God. How? 
 
• In your conversations 

 
• In your workplace  

 
• In your family gatherings 

 
• In your social gatherings 

 
Conclusion: The message from Bethlehem is that God uses ordinary people in 
ordinary places in ordinary circumstances to do extra ordinary things. 
 
Invitation: Christ was born in Bethlehem. Question: Has Christ ben born in you?  
 


