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Introduction: I used to enjoy late night television. I liked Johnny Carson, David Letterman, and Jay Leno. 
They could be interesting. One of the things I enjoyed Jay Leno doing was going on the street with a 
microphone, walking up to people, and asking them a question. If Leno asked them who one of their 
best friends was, they would name somebody. 
 
Now we are not on a street. We are in church. Had you walked into church tonight and someone you did 
not know had walked up to you with a microphone and asked you who one of your best friends was I 
think you would have said God or Jesus. I doubt many if any of the people on the street with Leno would 
have said God or Jesus. 
 
Tonight, I want to talk to you about one of best friends you have that you may not think about as a 
friend. First. Let’s begin by thinking about what a friend is. 
 
What is a friend? 
 

1. “A friend is someone who is there when the good times aren’t.” (Tony Evans’ Book of 
Illustrations Page 115). 
 

2. “Friendship is like a sheltering tree. Friends are those whose lives are like branches. They 
provide refuge and comfort.” (The Tale of the Tardy Oxcart—Swindoll page 229). 
 

3. “False friends are like a shadow, keeping close while we walk in the sunshine, but leaving us 
when we cross into the shade.” (Illustrations Unlimited Page 227). 
 

Six Levels of Friendship: 
 

1. A stranger: You have seen them before and perhaps spoken to them. You may or may not know 
their name. Example: Checker at HEB. 

 
2. A colleague: Someone you work with or go to school with. You know their name, but that is 

about it. 
 

3. An acquaintance: You spend time with them for various reasons, but you do not hang out with 
them. 
 

4. A friendship: You know and enjoy time with them, but you do not make much effort to be 
around them. 
 

5. A close friend: You care about things they go through. They bring out the best in you. 
 



6. A significant friend: These are people that you can say “I love you “to and not be trying to get 
them to do something. 
 

Some Bible verses about friends: 
 

1. “A friend loves at all times” (Proverbs 17:17). 
 

2. “There is a friend that sticks closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24). 
 

3. “Iron sharpens iron; so, a man sharpens the countenance of his friend” (Proverbs 27:7). 
 
 

Some Examples of Friends in the Bible: 
 

1. In James 2:23, the Bible says that Abraham was called the friend of God. 
 

2. God referred to Abraham as His friend in Isaiah 41:8. 
 

3. In Jehoshaphat’s prayer to God when the Ammonites came to battle the Hebrews, Jehoshaphat 
called Abraham God’s friend (2 Chronicles 20:1-7). 
 

4. One of the most beautiful friendships mentioned in the Bible is the friendship of Jonathan and 
David (1 Samuel 20:4). 
 

5. Job called his three friends “miserable comforters” (Job 16:2). 
 

T.S. Now I want to talk about one of your friends that you may not think of as a friend---the Bible!! The 
Bible is one of your best friends. Why? 
 

1. The Bible is God speaking (2 Timothy 3:16). When the Bible speaks, God speaks. 
 

2. The Bible tells you what is right, what is not right, how to get right, and how to stay right (2 
Timothy 3:16). 
 

3. The Bible is flawless (Proverbs 30:5 NIV). 
 

4. The Bible keeps you from sin. “The Bible will keep you form sin. Or sin will keep you from the 
Bible.” (D.L. Moody—American evangelist in the 19 century/founder of the Moody church, 
Moody Bile institute). 
 

5. The Bible tells you what to do when you do sin (1 John 1:9). 
 



6. The Bible is our guide (Psalm 119:105). 
 

7. The Bible can be with you 24x7. No other friend can do that except God Himself. 
 

Conclusion: To understand the Bible, you must ask yourself three questions about the verse or verses 
you read. 
 

1. What did the passage you read mean then? 
 

2. How does the passage you read apply now? 
 

3. How does the passage you read apply to you personally? 
 

If you read the Proverb of the day, tomorrow you will read Proverbs chapter 16. In Proverbs chapter 16, 
there is a verse that shows the result of be Bible being a friend. 
 
“He who heeds the Word wisely will find good, and whoever trust in the LORD, happy is he” (Proverbs 
16:20). 


