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Introduction: The United States allows dual citizenship. This means that you can be a citizen of the 
United States and a citizen of another county that allows dual citizenship. Not every country allows dual 
citizenship.  
 
Most of you are citizens of the United States. Many of us have passports showing our United  
States citizenship. Hopefully, you also have heavenly citizenship. Those having heavenly citizenship have 
their names in the Book of Life (Philippians 4:3). 
 
T.S. In Philippians chapter 3, the Bible talks about heavenly citizenship. 
 
Text: Philippians 3:17-21 
 
• In verse 17, Paul refers to himself and other godly examples such as Timothy (2:19-20) and 

Epaphroditus (2:25).  
 

• In verse 18, Paul mentions many who profess to be believers whose conduct shows they are 
actually “enemies of the cross of Christ.” 

 

• They were not enemies of the cross of Christ because they opposed Christ, His work on the cross, 
and salvation through faith alone, but in the way they lived their life. They did not pursue 
Christlikeness. 

 

• In verse 19, the Bible says these enemies of the cross were those whose god was their belly. This is 
not referring to gluttony. This refers to fleshly appetites. 

 

• The phase in verse 19 that “they set their mind on earthly things” means they thought only about 
life here on earth.  

 

• In Philippians 3:20, Paul refers to those who are not enemies of the cross of Christ. Their citizenship 
is in heaven. 

 

Citizenship has privileges and citizenship has responsibilities. This is true of our United States 
Citizenship, and this is true of our heavenly citizenship. 
 
Privileges of Heavenly Citizenship: 
 

1. Heavenly Citizens final and eternal home is heaven where God dwells and where Christ is 
present (John 14:2-3). 
 



2. Heavenly Citizens names are registered in heaven. Jesus said, “Rejoice because your name is 
written in heaven” (Luke 10:20).  
 

3. Heavenly Citizens have an inheritance reserved for them in heaven (1 Peter 1:4). 
 

Application: Can you say with confidence that you are a heavenly Citizen? 
 
T.S. Heavenly Citizenship has privileges, but it also has responsibilities. In 1 Peter 3:13-17, we see some 
of them. In the time we have, I want to focus on the responsibilities mentioned in 1 Peter 3:15. 
 
Responsibilities of Heavenly Citizenship: 
 

1. Area by area Jesus becomes the Master of your life. 
 
• The Bible says, “But (instead) sanctify the Lord God in your hearts” (1 Peter 3:15).  

 
• The word “sanctify” literally means “to set apart.” 

 
• The word translated “Lord” is the word for God meaning “master.” 

 
• A literal translation would be, “Set apart in your heart Christ as Lord (Master).” 

 

• Step by step Jesus becomes Lord (Master) one area at a time. 
 

Application: You trust Jesus as Savior. Step by step, area by area He becomes your Lord (Master). 
 

2. Live your life so people ask you about the hope they see in you. 
 
• The word “hope” to means that we wish something. 

 
• Spiritual hope is not wishful thinking. Spiritual hope is rock-solid assurance. 

 
• The word translated “hope” in our text means an expectation with anticipation. 

 
• In 1 Peter 1:3, Peter speaks of the Christians hope as “a living hope.” 

 

Application:  Do people ever ask you to explain how you stay hopeful with the challenges you face?    
 

3. Explain the hope that you have in a gentle and respectful way. 
 
Application: The responsibilities of Heavenly Citizenship are to live life daily pursuing Christlikeness.  Are 
you daily (pursuing) (Christlikeness)? 
 



Conclusion: Do you have citizenship in heaven? Are you living your life as an example for others to 
follow? 
 
A personal word: I have been a Citizen of the United States for 80 years.  I am 80 years of age. I have 
been a Citizen of heaven for 73 years. How many years have you been an American Citizen? How many 
years have you been a Citizen of heaven? 
 
To those who know they are Citizens of heaven, whatever your age, wise you would be to live the 
remaining years of your life as an example for others to follow. 
 
 
 
 


