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Introduction: Today, I want to talk about something that you may never have thought about.  
 
• We see it in John chapter five. 

 
• John chapter five begins with the record of Jesus healing a man who had been lame 38 years (5:1-

15). 
 

• Because Jesus did this on the Sabbath the Jews began harassing Jesus for breaking the Sabbath 
rules (5:16). The Old Testament forbid work on the Sabbath, but it did not stipulate what work was. 
The Rabbis developed oral tradition which defined work with 39 things listed (Mishnah). 

 

• Then they tried to find a way to kill Jesus (5:18). 
 

Beginning in verse 39, Jesus explained to the Jews their mistake. 
 

1. They believed the Scriptures gave eternal life (5:39a). 
 

2. They did not understand the Scriptures pointed to Him (5:39b). The Scriptures the Jews had was 
the Old Testament.  
 

Illustration: The Old Testament is a “picture book” of Jesus. I remember when Jon and Joel were young 
that Dottie and I would read them books that had pictures with the words underneath the pictures. It 
would usually be a book with Bible stories. They were too young to read the words, but after many 
reading with them they would see the pictures and then tell the story even though they could not read 
the words. 
 
In the same way, the Old Testament has people and events that picture Jesus. The people and events 
are types of Christ—typology. Some are explicit and some are implicit.  
 
Examples: 
 

1. Noah is a type of Christ. 
 

2. Abraham and Isaac are types if God the Father and God the Son. 
 

3. Jonah is a type of Christ. He was in the belly of a fish 3 days. 
 

4. Job is a type of Christ. He was a righteous suffer. 
 



5. Joseph is a type of Christ. He suffered unjustly and then saved his brothers. 
 

6. Elijah is a type of Christ. He called people to repentance. Jesus began His public ministry 
preaching repentance (Matthew 4:17). 
 

On the Emmaus Road, the Bible says, “Beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them 
in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself” (Luke 24:27). 
 
The Jews knew the Old Testament Scriptures, but they did not know the Jesus pictured in the Old 
Testament. They thought knowing the Scriptures gave eternal life. Jesus told them the Old Testament 
Scriptures pointed to the One who gave eternal life (5:39).  
 
• This is the reason Jesus told them to “search the Scriptures.” 

 
• The Greek word translated “search” means a close, diligent, scrutiny of Scripture as opposed to a 

superficial reading of a few verses or empty formality.  
 

There are two things in John Chapter five that time permits me to mention. 
 
1.The only way to have eternal life is to come to Jesus (5:39-40).  
 
2 On Judgment Day when Christians are judged (2 Cor.5:10), our Bibles will be a witness against many 
Christians. 
 
Application: Your Bible could be a witness against you on Judgment Day. And so could mine. How? 
 

1. By not obeying what the Bile says. John Calvin said, “When the Bible speaks, God speaks.” 
 

2. By not believing what the Bible says. 
 

3. By ignoring the Bible. 
 

Adrian Rogers used to say: These hath God married and no man shall part: Dust on the Bible and 
drought in the heart.” 
 


