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Introduction:  Today, I want to talk to you about something that is at odds with today’s culture 

– diligence. Today, culture wants the maximum payoff for the least possible amount of work. 

Finding people to employ who are not like this is difficult. 

It is interesting that the word diligence is frequently found in the Bible. 

• In the New Testament it means “to make every effort.” 

• It conveys: “work hard, give it your best shot, to commit yourself to it entirely and 

constantly.” 

• The Old Testament book of Proverbs contrast diligence with laziness. 

“The hand of the diligent will rule, but the lazy man will be put to forced labor” 

(Proverbs 12:24). 

“The soul of a lazy man desires, and has nothing; but the soul of the diligent shall be 

made rich” (Proverbs 13:4). 

 

Background:  Before I became a minister, I worked for companies or individual people. In my 

secular jobs, I was given assignments and held accountable by those over me. When I was an 

assistant pastor, the same was true. 

Something I had never experienced happened to me when I became the pastor at my first 

church after seminary. 

• For the first time in my life, I had no one to hold me accountable. 

• By that I mean to tell me when to come to my office and what my office hours would be. 



• Two verses in Colossians chapter 3 became my accountability verses in January 1973 

and have remained my accountability verses to this very day. 

• Colossians 3:23-24 

• These verses don’t include the word diligence, but they define it. 

Text:  Colossians 3:23-24 

• These verses have been my work standard as a minister for my entire ministry. 

• I have fallen short many times. 

• But I have never lost sight of my goal. 

 

T.S.  These two verses mention some things to help build diligence into your life. 

1. Whatever you do, do it heartily. 

• The word whatever means whatever. 

Illustration: Chores around the house, things with family, our job, spiritual 

disciplines, etc. 

• The word heartily means from the soul. 

Illustration: Martin Luther King Jr. put it this way: 

If it falls to your lot to be a street sweeper, sweep streets like Michelangelo painted 

pictures. Sweep streets like Beethoven composed music. Sweep streets like 

Shakespeare wrote poetry. Sweep streets so well that all the hosts of heaven and 

earth will have to pause and say, “Here lived a great street sweeper, who swept his 

job well.” 

2. Whatever you do, do it as to the Lord and not to men (Colossians 3:23).  

• This is the key to building diligence in your life. 

• Put your best efforts into all you do because ultimately, you work to please God not 

men. 

Application:  Remember that God sees everything we do. 



Illustration:  Michelangelo, painting in some obscure corner of the Sistine Chapel, was asked by 

one of his helpers why he lavished such attention on a part of the ceiling no one would ever 

see. He replied, “God will see.” 

Application: One way you can practice the habit of working diligently for the Lord is to simply 

pause throughout the day and look up. Remind yourself that God sees everything and that you 

are living to please Him. Then return to whatever you were doing and give it your all, knowing 

God smiles when He sees you working to honor Him. 

3. Remember the payoff of diligence. 

• Colossians 3:24 is the payoff. 

• We will receive our reward of an eternal inheritance with God. 

• The payoff of diligence is huge!! 


