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Introduction: On the last four Sunday mornings of the year, we are focusing on 
the difference it would make had Jesus NOT come to Bethlehem. Had Jesus NOT 
come to Bethlehem there would be no solution to our sin problem. Had Jesus 
NOT come to Bethlehem there would be no clear picture of God. Had Jesus NOT 
come to Bethlehem there would be no guidance of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Text: John 16:5-7, 13 
 
• In Old Testament times, the Holy Spirit was “with” God’s people. 

 
• At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was “in” God’s people (Romans 8:9,11). 

 

• One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit is to guide God’s people( John 16:13). 
 

Think about this. 
 

1. There would have been no Pentecost had Jesus not ascended to heaven. 
 

2. Jesus would not have ascended to heaven had there been no resurrection. 
 

3. There would have been no resurrection had there been no crucifixion. 
 

4. There would have been no crucifixion had there been no Bethlehem. 
 

Bethlehem’s message is that God is with us. Golgotha’s message is that God is for 
us. Pentecost’s message is that God is in us. And one of the things the Holy Spirit 
does in us is guide us. 

 

Question: How does the Holy Spirit guide us? 



 
1. The Holy Spirit guides us by His Word. 

 
• The Holy Spirit inspired the Scriptures. 

 
• The Bible says, “Prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of 

God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). 
 

• The Holy Spirit guides us by His Word. 
 

• Let me mention two examples of how the Holy Spirit guides us by His Word. 
 

1. The Bible says, “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers…” (2 
Cor. 6:14). This verse does not mean that believers should not associate 
with unbelievers; that would defy the purpose for which God saved 
believers and left them on earth.  

 
Illustration: Sincere and good people in marriage who love God often do not 
follow the Holy Spirit’s guidance regarding this verse. They think how they can 
one day lead their unbelieving marriage partner to Jesus. This seldom happens.  
 
Illustration: When a believer marries an unbeliever, they have no standard to go 
by in dealing with issues that’s come up in their marriage. 
 

2. The Bible says, “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse…” (Malachi 3:10). 
Jesus told the Scribes and the Pharisees that they should tithe, but not 
disregard the weightier matters of the law” (Matthew 23:23). 

 
Illustration: I have had people tell me that when they get out of debt that they 
are going to start tithing.  
 

2. The Holy Spirit guides us by directly speaking to our hearts. 
 
• Paul was forbidden by the Holy Spirit not to preach I Asia, but to go instead to 

Macedonia (Acts 16:7, 9). 
 



• There are times when the Holy Spirit guides us by speaking directly to our 
hearts. 

 

Illustration: This is how I became a Christian. This is how you became a Christian. 
 
Illustration: This is how I knew to be a minister. 
 
Illustration: This is how I knew to leave the First Baptist Church in Sulphur Springs, 
Texas and come to First Baptist Church, Pasadena, Texas. 
 
Illustration: This is why I am preaching the Christmas sermon series on the 
difference it would make if Jesus had NOT come to Bethlehem. 
 

3. The Holy Spirit guides us sometimes by closing doors and other times 
opening doors. 

 
• The Holy Spirit closed the door for Paul to go to Asia (Acts 16:6). 

 
• The Holy Spirit opened the door for Paul to go to Macedonia (Acts 16:9). 

 

Application: Let me give you two things that will help you at this point.  
 

1. Guard against opening your own doors. Let God open the doors.  
 

2. Trust God with closed doors. Any door God closes He always opens a better 
door. 

 
Illustration: Some of the best blessings in my life have been the doors that God 
closed. 
 

4. The Holy Spirit guides us sometimes by the voice of another Christian. 
 
• The Bible says, “Don’t forsake the assembling together with other believers” 

(Hebrews 10:25). When you are around other believers, you will be amazed 
how the Holy Spirit is guiding you through them. 
 



• Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”  
 

Illustration: In my life, other people have sharpened me.  
 

Illustration: The Holy Spirit uses the voices of godly people to guide us. 
 
Application: Hang around godly people. Listen to what they say. 
 
Conclusion: The Holy Spirit in us guides us to do God’s will and then gives us the 
power to do what He is guiding us to do.  
 
• The Holy Spirit is your greatest counselor. 

 
• The Holy Spirit is always available. 

 
• The Holy Spirit loves you no matter what you have done. 

 
• The Holy Spirit never makes a mistake. 

 
• The Holy Spirit can help you change. 

 
Invitation: Do you have the Holy Spirit in you? Are you letting the Holy Spirit 
guide you? 
 


