
“This Little Light of Mine” 
Matthew 5:14-16 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 
 
Introduction: The greatest compliment that Jesus ever gave individual believers is 
when Jesus told them that they are what He is. We see it in Matthew 5:14. Jesus 
said, “You are the light of the world.” 
 
• Jesus was talking to the twelve (Matthew 5:1). 

 
• Jesus said, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12; 9:5). 

 

• When Jesus told His disciples that they are the light of the world, He was 
saying that they are what He is. 

 

Application: But there is a difference. Our light is a reflective light of the “light” 
within us. We do not produce the light, we reflect the light. We reflect outwardly 
what we are inwardly.  
 
Ways to reflect His light: 
 

1. We reflect His light when other people see our good works (5.16). 
 
Illustration: I saw this in a beautiful way the other day visiting one of our 
homebound church members who is confined to her wheelchair. When I arrived, 
the Hospice worker was caring for her needs. Before the Hospice worker left, she 
came over to tell our member she was leaving. Our member asked if she could 
pray a prayer for the Hospice worker. She prayed the most beautiful prayer. Our 
member reflected the “light” that was within her.  
 

2. We reflect His light when our good works glorify God (5:16b). 
 
• The word “glorify” simply means to make God look good. 

 
• Our good works are not done to make us look good, but to make God look 

good. 



 

Illustration: Sad to say but true, much of what is done in God’s work is to make 
people look good. 

 

Application:  Whatever you do for God, be sure you do it to make God look good. 
Do what you do to give Him glory.  
 

3. We reflect His light when His joy is in us (John 17:13). 

 
• Jesus prayed that His disciples would have His joy fulfilled in them (John 

17:13).  
 

• Jesus would not have prayed this if He had not known it needed to be 
prayed. 

 

Illustration: A joyless Christian is not at that moment walking in the Spirit. 
 
Application: The cause most of the time is what a Christian is not doing. Omit the 
basic disciples of the Christian life and at some point, the joy is gone! Not 
salvation, but joy. 
 
Illustration: David prayed, “Restore unto me the joy of my salvation” (Psalm 
51:12). 
 
Conclusion: Jesus said, “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14).  Jesus did 
not say you can be the light of the world or that you should be the light of the 
world, but that you are the light of the world. We should be light in how we treat 
people in our everyday activities which is not always an easy thing to do. Ask God 
to help you reflect the light of Jesus better and broader. 
 
 


