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Introduction: I want to talk to you today about something that is always right. There will never 
be an exception. Doing what is right is always right.  
 
Years ago, I heard my pastor friend Richard Jackson say in a sermon something I have never 
forgotten. He said, “Right is not always easy, but right is always right.” The truth is, right is not 
always easy. Sometimes doing what is right is very hard. 
 
Illustration: I go to my main doctor every six months. He checks certain things and orders some 
blood work. Once the blood work results come to him his nurse calls to tell me what he says I 
need to do or change. The changes he makes are not always easy, but they are always right.  
 
Today, I want to talk to you about something that is not easy to do but is always the right thing 
to do. And it is something all of us experience from time to time. 
 

• I want to talk to you about being redemptive to people regardless of what they have said 
or done. It is not easy to do. 
 

Jesus is our best role model. Not only on the cross do we see Jesus being redemptive, but 
throughout His earthly life. On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus was redemptive to Judas. 
Jesus knew Judas would betray Him (John 6:70-71; 13:11). Knowing this Jesus remained 
redemptive to Judas. 

 

Text: John 13:18-30 
 
Ways Jesus was redemptive: 
 

1. Jesus washed Judas’ feet just like He washed the other disciple’s feet. What an example 
of being redemptive. 

 
2. 2. The Passover Meal itself showed Jesus being redemptive to Judas. 

 

• Jesus having Judas at the meal was redemptive.  Jesus knew what Judas was going to do, 
yet Jesus did the right thing. 
 

• Jesus giving Judas the first morsel of food was redemptive (13:26). Whoever the host of 
the Passover meal gave the food to first was an honor. 

 



Application: Being redemptive does not always work. Those you show redemption to do not 
always receive your redemption.  
 
Illustration: It did not work with Judas. After he ate the piece of bread he walked out. In 
Matthew’s gospel, we read how Judas responded (Matthew 26:47-49).  
 

• He walked up to Jesus and called Him “Rabbi” which means “teacher/mentor” and then 
kissed Judas (Matthew 26:49).  
 

• Judas did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah. The other disciples called Jesus “Lord” 
(Matthew 26:22). 

 

• Judas regretted what he did and went out and hanged himself (Matthew 27:5). 
 

Conclusion: People do not always respond when we are redemptive. Judas did not respond to 
what Jesus did. There are two things that will help you when you try to be redemptive to 
someone. 
 

• Remember that being redemptive is the right thing to do. 
 

• Remember that the Bible says, “If it is possible, as much as it depends on you, live 
peacefully with all men” (Romans 12:18).  

 

• You do the right thing and you will feel like a weight has been lifted. 
 

• You are not responsible for how people respond. 
 

Right is not always easy, but right is always right! 


