
      “The One Who Died to Make Us Free” 
Romans 5:1-2; 6-11 

Sunday, May 27, 2018 
 
Introduction: Tomorrow, Memorial Day, we pause to remember more than 1.1 
million American men and women who died while serving in the United States 
military to keep us free. Tonight, I want us to pause and remember the one 
person who over 2,000 years ago died to make us free. Let’s begin looking at our 
Scripture text Romans 5:1-2; 6-11. 
 
Text: Romans 5:1-2; 6-11 
 
T.S.  One of the things that makes us free is that we have access to the personal 
presence of God. 
 

1. If we have made peace with God, we can have access to the personal 
presence of God (5:2). 

 
• Once justified we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (5:1). 

 
• Then we have personal access to God’s presence (5:2). 

 

• Mark in your Bible Ephesians 2:14 and 2:18. 
 

Illustration: A gigantic curtain, or veil, blocked access to the Holy of Holies in the 
Jerusalem temple; it separated God from human sinfulness. When Christ died on 
the cross, paying the penalty for the sin which prevented access to God 
personally, “the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom” 
(Matthew 27:51). The writer to the Hebrews says the curtain was a picture of 
Christ’s body being torn to provide access to God (Hebrews 10:20). 
 
Application: You will never experience God’s personal presence to the fullest with 
unconfessed sins in your life. You cannot bring your unconfessed sins to the 
presence of a Holy God.  
 



Illustration: Sometimes people say, “I feel like God has moved a million miles 
away from me.” God has not moved anywhere. We are the ones that move. 
 
T.S. If you have personal access to God’s presence, you can have friendship with 
God. 
 

2. If we have a personal presence of God, we can have friendship with God 
(5:10-11). 

 
• The word “reconciled” means the action of reestablishing friendship. 

 
• Reconciliation is a relational term. 

 

• When two people are reconciled, it means they are no longer hostile toward 
one another. 

 

• They have reconciled their differences.  
 

• They are at peace with one another. 
 

Illustration: Everybody wants peace. The problem is that they want peace on 
their own terms which conflict with the other peoples’ terms. 
 
Application: To have friendship with God you must do so on His terms. This is the 
problem. Too often we want our friendship with God on our terms. It just does 
not work that way. 
 
Illustration: This is the reason Abraham is called a friend of God (James 2:23). The 
Bible says that Abraham “believed in the Lord” (Genesis 15:6). Abraham trusted 
what God said and did what God said. 
 
Illustration: Jesus said, “You are my friends if you do whatever I command you” 
(John 15:14). 
 
Application: You will never have a friend like Jesus, but it must be on His terms. 



 
Conclusion: The sermon introduction in the bulletin says that the benefits of 
having peace with God make a difference in our lives now and in eternity. The two 
things I have mentioned are the “now” part. The eternity part is the big part. We 
see it in verse 10. We will be saved from the wrath of God that will one day come. 
The wrath of God is not God’s anger at people. The wrath of God is His Divine 
response to human sin. The good news is that we will be saved for God’s wrath. 
Let me give you three verses to help. 
 
1. Romans 2:5 

 
2. 1 Thess. 1:10 
 
3. John 3:36 
 
Christ’s living His life for us saves us from the penalty of sin. Christ’s giving His life 
to us saves us from the power of sin and one day will save us from the presence 
of sin. 
 


