
“Lovers of Pleasure Instead of Lovers of God” 
2 Timothy 3:1-4 

Sunday Evening, January 13, 2019 
 
Introduction: We are living in what the Bible calls “the last days” (2 Timothy 3:1). 
We see this also in 1 Timothy 4:1. 
 
• The “last days” refers to the period from Jesus first coming until His return.  

 
• It is not a future event. It is now. 

 

Illustration: If Paul was living in the last day, we are living in the last hours!! 
 
• During this era, there will be an abandonment of the faith. 

 

• This period of apostasy (falling away, a withdrawal from the faith) will climax 
shortly before Christ return. 

 

• This is what our Scripture text is talking about. 
 

Text: 2 Timothy 3:1-4 
 
• What a word picture of our day. 

 
• People love themselves more than others (3:2). 

 
Application: Those who elevate themselves above others will eventually elevate 
themselves above God. At some point, their own appetites and desires become 
their passion. 
 
Question:  How does this happen? 
 
Answer: People become lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. (3:4). The 
people did not love please more than they loved God. They loved pleasure rather 
than they loved God. The Greek word is mallon which means “rather than” or 



“instead of.” The KJV translation misses on this verse. The KJV translates the word 
mallon more than. The word mallon means rather then or instead of. 
 
One of the devil’s “game plans” in our day is pleasure. It is really an old “game 
plan.” Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, thought pleasure would satisfy 
and tried every pleasure imaginable and concluded “all is vanity.” If Satan fooled 
him, we need to be on “double guard.” 
 
The danger of pleasure is that it is: 
 

1.  Subtle. 
 
• Pleasure can be very subtle. 

 
• Pleasures may not be sin in and of themselves. 

 
• But even good pleasures can lead to sin. 

 

Illustration:  Pleasure kept many people today from going to church.  
 

2. Seductive  
 
• Pleasure can be very seductive. 

 
• The happiness that pleasure gives can be real, but it is temporal. 

 

• It can lead to other pleasures. 
 

• There is never enough. 
 

3. Substitutionary 
 
• Pleasure can be a substitute for the real thing. 

 
• We substitute temporal pleasures for eternal blessings. 



 

Conclusion: The joy one day of hearing Jesus say, “Come…take your inheritance, 
the kingdom prepared for you…” will exceed all the pleasures of all the world for 
all time. (Matthew 25:34) 
 

 


